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STATEMENT OF HISTORIC CONTEXT
GRAPEFRUIT'S LONE STAR HOME:
THE DEVELOPMENT OF MISSION, TEXAS (1908-1951)

INTRODUCTION

Asin border ad frontier regions throughout the world, the b and flow of people of differing
ghnic ad culmrd origins left pamanat imprints of their culmres on exiding populaions ad
landscgpes of the Lower Rio Grande Vdley of Texas The sodid, economic, ad architecmrd
devdopmant of Misson, Texas was maded by a continuous influx of immigrants from Mexico, the
northen United Sates ad Europe, who, with Mexican Americans from nearbly cenmry-old ranches
aegted athriving bi-culmra community out of brush land inthe early years of the 20th Cenmry. The
devdopmat of South Texasirrigation syfamsad the truck crop and citrus indudries, possble
bacause of them, dso influenced the landscgpe and indudtrid layout of Misson. Today the city's built
ewvironment reflects a higtoric record of the efforts of Higpanics axd Anglos from disparate originsto
cultivate agarden in this arid but fertile landscgpe

PRE-EUROPEAN CULTURE AND SPANISH COLONIAL SETTLEMENT OF THE LOWER RI1O GRANDE
VALLEY

Prior to ay European incurgon into presant dey Texas and Mexico, the areaknown as the
Lower Rio Grande Vdley wes occupied by agroup of Native Amaicans cdled Coahuiltecans These
people obsarved the sare lifeways for thousands of years usng nanrd resources in the areafor food,
clothing, and shdter. Spanish congquest and colonization of the areabegiiming inthe mid-aghteanth
ocamry brought European dssesesto the Valley, fatdly expoang mod of the native population.
Those groups that remaned lived out thar lagt generations dgpandat on the Spenish missons.

Colonization thet begen inthe 17/00s rdocated  thousands of Soeniards ad the now-depandent
netives to missons and satlemats dong the Rio Grande. |1n 1747, Jose de Escadony Elguera led ane
of the mogt successful colonizing venresinthe higory of Mexico. Before 1755, he establidhed 24
villages and 15 missons inthe areaknown as Sa1o Mexicano, that induded the region of the Lower
Rio Grande Vdley (Chipman, 1992 166-169). According to the new sygem of Soenish land
digribution dong the Rio Grande in this arid region, ranchers ad farmers were given long grips of
land cdled porcdones. Sincethe land wes S0 dry, the pordones soaned the river ad extended inland
onather 9de. Thus, land owners possessad property in both present day Texas and Mexico. Mot
poraones ware an averageof 15 miles long and hdf a milewide. The porciones reamaned undivided
in familiesfor generaions (Hdler, 1994 1-13). This became the aoogated sydem of land dlotment in
the Lower Rio Grande Vdley until the twentieth cenmry.  Although dmogt all of the satlements weare



